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The Trend of Business 


IN THE UNITED STATES 

Business Activity in the United States for the 4 weeks 
ending December 20, as measured by the New York Times 
business activity index, gained 3 per cent from the pre- 
vious 4 weeks, was 11 per cent above the corresponding 
4 weeks in 1940, and for the first 11 months of the year 
was 18 per cent above the same period last year. The 
metal industries activity index for the same 4 weeks was 
up fractionally from the previous 4 weeks, but was 2 per 
cent below the same period last year, and for the year to 
date was 15 per cent above the same period last year. 

Industrial Production in November, as measured by the 
Federal Reserve Board index, was unchanged from Octo- 
ber, but was 23 per cent above November, 1940, and for 
the year to date, 27 per cent above the same period last 
year. 

Automobile Production was down 10 per cent in Novem- 
ber from October and 29 per cent from November, 1940, 
but for the year to date was 14 per cent above the same 
period last year. 

Steel Production dropped fractionally in November from 
October, but was 8 per cent above November, 1940, and 
for the year to date, 26 per cent above the same period 
last year. Steel operations in November were at 99 per 
cent of capacity, a gain of 3 per cent from November, 
1940, and of 16 per cent for the year to date. Pig iron 
production was up fractionally in November from October, 
7 per cent from November, 1940, and 21 per cent for the 
year to date. Finished steel shipments of the U. S. Steel 
Corporation dropped 12 per cent in November from Octo- 
ber, but were 14 per cent above November, 1940, and for 
the year to date were up 39 per cent. 

Construction Activity dropped 24 per cent in November 
from October, but was 21 per cent above November, 1940, 
and was up 57 per cent for the year to date. All types of 
construction were down in November from October, but 
non-residential and public works and utilities construction 
were up 30 per cent and 89 per cent from November, 1940, 


and all types of construction showed substantial gains for 
the year to date. 

Commodity Prices continued to rise slowly throughout 
November. The increase in wholesale commodity prices 
was fractional, and in retail food prices and department 
store prices amounted to 1 per cent. The increase in the 
cost of living also was 1 per cent. As compared with 
November, 1940, wholesale commodity prices were up 17 
per cent; retail food prices, 18 per cent; department store 
prices, 15 per cent; and cost of living, 9 per cent. 

Retail Sales in 34 states dropped fractionally in Novem- 
ber from October, but were 7 per cent above November, 
1940, and for the year to date were up 18 per cent. De- 
partment store sales were up 18 per cent from October, 
16 per cent from November, 1940, and 18 per cent for the 
year to date. Chain store sales were 22 per cent above 
November, 1940, and were up 16 per cent for the year 
to date. 

IN OHIO 

Retail Sales of independent stores dropped 2 per cent in 
November from October, but were 8 per cent above No- 
vember, 1940, and for the year to date were up 17 per cent. 
Department store sales were up 25 per cent in November 
from October, 17 per cent from November, 1940, and 19 
per cent for the year to date. 

Living Costs in Ohio cities increased 1 per cent in No- 
vember from October, 9 per cent from November, 1940, 
and for the year to date were 4 per cent above the same 
period last year. 

Passenger Automobile registrations in 56 counties drop- 
ped 9 per cent in November from October, and 53 per cent 
from November, 1940. Truck registrations in the same 
counties were down 11 per cent from October, and 26 per 
cent from November of last year. 

Dyers’ and Cleaners’ sales were down 23 per cent in 
November from October, but were 13 per cent above No- 
vember, 1940, and were up 19 per cent for the year to date. 
(Continued on page 3, Column 2) 
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Million | Million | Per Cent | | tasking © 
Dollars Dollars 7} 180 
Supply Contracts : | 
6,732 236 3.5 
wwe. 7,105 587 8.3 | DEPT. STORE i | 
Total 17,335 (c) 849 4.9(b) = 140 
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« U. S. Reference Data 


— CHANGE FROM 
Last Last Year 
ITEM Nov. Oct. | Monta 
1941 1941 Nov, Nov. ll 
1941 1941 |months 
Unit from from 1941 
ad Index Oct. Nov. from 
Base Period | 1940 | 1949 
General Business 
tals, or Average Indexes for % % 
Weeks Ended on Indicated Dates 
Bus. Activity” 12/20/41 N.Y. Times 133 | 129 + 3 + 11 + 18 
Fgh. Car Loadings"12/20/41 Thous. 3,306 | 3,452 4 + 14 + 16 
Com. Failures’? 12/11/41...Number 833 764 § 
Metal Ind. Activity 12/20/41. 1926 130 | 130 | + @ — § + 15 
Calendar Months | 

Dbts. (Outside N.Y.C.)** 1926 118 | 18}; —@ | + + 25 
Total Inc. Payments*™: 4,,... 1935-39) 143 141; + 2] +23 | +17 
Salaries and Wages [Income™®.¢ ” 149 147; + 1 + 23 + 21 
Non-Agricultural Income”.4¢ = 139 | 138; + 1 + 19 +17 
Agr.Inc. (Cash from Mktgs.) ** 1924-29) 139 161 | — 14 + 44 + 32 
Life Ins. Sales Relative3*........1930) 65 | 73) + 16 § 
Steel Ind. Oper. Rate'®..% Capacity 99 | 99} + @ + @ + 16 
Securities Issued'’—New.. .. Mil. Dol. 110 | 132 | — 17 | — 58 | + 53 
Seenrities Issued—Refunding 127 | 167 | — 24 | —29 | + 6 

Employment and Pay Rolls’ 

*No. Employed—Mfg. ...Av. 1923-25 135 135 | — ® + 17 | + 19 
No, Empl'd—Trade-Retail ....1929 103 101; + 2 + 7 + 6 
No. Empl’d—Trade-Whil'sale.. ” 97 97 0 _ + 4 

* Payrolis—Manufact. ....Adv. 1998-25 166 167, — © + 42 + 41 

Production 

* Industrial Prod.'® .......Av. 1935-39 167 167 0; +23 | +27 
Automobile Prod. %°,...No. of Carsj344,000 382,000 — 10 | — 29 + 14 

* Elec. Power Prod.”...Mil. of K.W.H.| 14,478 15,236 — 6§ + 13 + 16 
Bitum. Coal Towa) 42, 19,300 14 + 7 + 10 
Steel Prod.'* Av. Weekly T’ons Thous.| 1,62 1,635 @ i+ 8 + 26 
Pig Iron Prod.......Av. Daily Tons}156,906 | 156,775 + ® | 4+ 7 + 21 
Shipmta—U.S. St! Cp.?4 Thous. Tons} 1,624 1,851 — 12 + 14 + 39 
Mach. Tool Shipments”’.... Mil. Dol. 75 — 3 


Construction (Value of Contracts Awarded—37 Eastern States)** 


-Thous. of Dol|i58,620 | 606,349 | — 24 | + 21 | + 57 
* 1116,468 | 171,7 — 32 | — 24 | + 29 
Non-Residential ......... “  1192,936 | 269,55: — 2 + 30 + 93 
Public Works & Util...... “ “* [149,216 | 165,024 | — 10 + 89 | + 58 

Distribution 
Retail Sales (34 states)®........ = 7| +18 

*Dept. Store Sales?*...... Av. 1923-2 132 112 + 18 + 16 + 18 

Chain St. Sales?5 Av.SameMo. 1929-81 151 146 = + 22 + 16 
Prices 

* Wholesaie Commod. Prices**.... 1926 93 92; + | +17 +11 

Cost of Living®®...............1999 93 92' + + 4 
Retail Food Prices'’.....Av. 1935-39 113 112; + 1| +18 | + 9 
Dept. Store Prices??.......Jan. 1921 108 106; + +15] + 7 

Banking and Finance 

| CHANGE FROM 
ITEM Dec. 24 | Dec. Dec. 26 |__ 

Unit 1941 | 1940 | 1939 | Last | Last 

or Index Month | Year 
Base Period Amt. |Per Ct. 

U. S. Govt Securities......Mil. Dol.| 2,238 2,179 2,489) +59 | + 3 
Member Bank Borrowings...” ” 7 4 si + 1] +% 


15 
Cities 9,354| 9,758| +176 | + 22 
Bus. & Agr. Loans & 


Open Market Paper......” ” 5,314 4,722 | +197 | + 36 
Brok. & Other Secur. Lns...” ” 1,011 | — 0 | — 
Beal Estate Loans..........° ™ 26 1,230 1,189; + + 8 

1,759 1,583 | — 17 + ll 

* Total Investments .... Pe. »” 1 18,851 16,250 14,502 +424 + 16 
* U. S. Gov. Obligations. 7% 115,173 12,568 11,162 | +488 | + 21 
Demand Deposits .......... 23,994 | 22,382, 18,720| —4538 | + 7 
Time Deposits .......... 5,419 5,274; — 81 | — 1 

Money and Interest Rates 
Money in Circulation....... | 11,224 8,817 7,663 | +657 | + 27 
Monetary Gold Stock....... | 22,750 | 21,930, 17,620| —31 | + 4 
Call Money Rate............2.+-%| 1.00 1.00 1.00 0 | 0 

Security Markets® 
Stock Prices 354 Ind. Index, 1935-39] 71.4 84.1 97.6 — 65) — 15 

—20 Rails... ” | 58.6 68.4 77.7 —8&8| —14 

* | 101.0 | —11.5| — 81 


* Indicates Series Charted (Page 2). For Sources and Footnotes, see Page 8a, 


ae 


Reference Data—Ohio + 


CHANGE 
La 

ITEM Nov. | oct, | Monta | Yeu 
1941 1941 Nov. Nev. ii 

1941 |mo 
Unit nthe 
or Index = 
Base Period 194i | 1940 | i949 

General Business 

| % | | % 

* Bank Debits® ...... 119 123| — 8 +26 

Commercial Failures’? ..... Number 25 33, — | 
Liabilities'** Thous, Dol. 202 395 | — 49 — 57 

Life Ins. Sales Relative*....... 1930 70 82 — 15 +17 |49 
Agr. Income—Ttl.”.....Av. 1924-28] 181 131 0 +38 
Meat Animals ........ 152 | 1665, — 8 | +8 
Dairy Products ...... 118 | 124, — 5 | 37 | + 
es 75 | 92, — 18 | + 58 | 
Poultry and Eggs ..... ” = 171 | 110 | + 55 | + 43 | +31 

* Electric Power Production™:-*. .1926 268 | 250| + 7 + 20 | +9 
Bit. Coal Production*'..7hous. tons) 2,721 | 2,722| —® | 4+ 67 | 49 

Employment and Pay Rolls’ 

Number Employed: 

* Manufacturing (1731)* ....1935-39 137 —® |+21 | +9 

* Non-Manufacturing (3511)... 113 1ll| + 2 |+ 6 | +6 
Construction (1193) ....... 158 162); — 3 | +80 |4+@ 

* Total (6435) ....... 132 132} —@ |4 | 

Pay Rolls—Mfg. (1731) ......” 193 196| — 1 | +43 | 4% 

Man Hours—Mfg. (1685) .... ” 156 1569} — 2 

Construction (Value of Contracts Awarded)’ 

* Total (Index) 85 | 78) + 8 |— 382 
Residential ....... 102; —15 |—25 | 
Non-Residential 81 51) + 58 |— 51 | +4 
Public Works & 69| 63| +10 |+ a4 

Distribution 
Retail Sales—Independent 
Stores’ (1244)® See p. 5 + 8i+n 

* Dept. Store Sales'S...... Av, 1923-25 136 109| + 25 | +17 | +19 
Living Costs (6 cities)™®..Jan. 1939 110 109; + 1 +ol+a4 
Passgr. Car Reg.? (56 cos.) Number| 8,420 9,289; — 9 
Truck Reg.? (56 cos.) ..... 1,295 1,450 | — 11 | — 26 
Used Car Reg.? (38 cos.).... ” 28,196 35,178 | — 20 | — 26 = 
Sales Ohio Dyers & Cleaners‘ (47)*% _ == | +13 |+19 

Banking (4th Federal Reserve District)’® 

CHANGE FROM 
ITEM Dec. 24 | Dec. 24 | Dec. 26 | ————— 

| 1940 | 1939 | Last, Last 
2 ont ear 
Unit Amt. \|Per Ct. 

Cleveland Federal Reserve Bank | | | $ % 
U. S. Gov. Securities....Thous. Dol..221,991 218,731 259,744 | +6098 + 1 
Member Bank Borrowings ” 188 312 694 | — | — 40 

Member Banks—4th District | | | 

* Total Loans ...... rr 890 758 682 +18 +1 

Bus. & Agr. Loans and | | 
Open Mkt. Paper....... ” 465 | 322 265 + 24 
Brok. & Other Secur. Loans 34 | 44 46 3 
Real Estate Loans ...... ” 186 181 1733|— 1/+83 
Other Loans ........ 195|— 
* Total Investments ........ ” S2 1,479 1,219 1,237 | + 386 | +21 

* U. S. Gov. Obligations.... ” 1,211 | 940 953 + 41 | + 2 
Demand Deposits ........ ” 1,814 | 1,543 1,324, — 17 | +18 
Time Deposits "| ‘781 | ‘740, |— 1 


* Indicates Series Charted (Page 3). For Sources and Footnotes, See Below. 
FOOTNOTES FOR BULLETIN TABLES 

» Preliminary; “’ Less than 1% change; ® More than 1000% increase; 
+ Change in number of failures; * Figures in parenthesis show number of firms 
reporting this month; » Data not available in time for this issue; * Comparable 
data not available — only percentage change available; “Adjusted for 
changes; ® Bureau of Business Research estimate. 

Primary Sources: 

Computed from original data collected by the Bureau of Business Research 
from: ! Local Power and Light Co’s; * County Clerks of Courts; % Local Gas 
Co’s (Gas meters in use); * Ohio cleaners and dyers; ® Ohio wholesale grocers. 

Compiled by the Bureau of Business Research from data collected in co 
operation with: ® Bureau of the Census, U. S. Dept. of Commerce. ; 

Compiled by the Bureau of Business Research from special tabulations 
supplied by: 7 Bureau of Labor Statistics, U. S. Dept. of Labor; and from 
data of: *® Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System; * F. W. Dodge 
Corporation. 

Other Data Sources: New York Times; ™ Association of American Rail 
roads; Dun & Bradstreet, Inc.; American Iron & Steel Institute; Sted 
Magazine; “ Federal Reserve Board; ™U. S. Dept. of Agriculture; Com 
mercial & Financial Chronicle; *U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics; ™ Wards 
Reports ; ® Federal Power Commission; # Bituminous Coal Division, U. S. Dept. 


of Interior; 2 U. S. Steel Corporation ; % National Machine Tool Builders Asso 
ciation; *F. W. Dodge Corporation; % Chain Store Age; *™U Dept. 


Commerce; * Fairchild Publications; *% Standard Statistics Co.; ™ Dept. 
Rural Ecoromics, O. S. U.; * National Industrial Conference Board; ®=R. L 


Polk & Co.; * Life I 
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CHANGE FROM 
Last 
MonTH Last YEAR 
ITEM ov. 
1 1941 Nov. Nov. 11 
1941 months 
Unit from from 1941 
or Index Oct. Nov. from 
Base Period 1941 1940 
_ 
AKRON 
Jo Jo 

Number Employed Indexes 7 id 

vfotal (340)* | 106) 105) + + 26 | + 26 
All Manufacturing (63) ....... ” loz} 103) —® | + 27 | + 28 
Non-Manufacturing (214) ..... 68 wit Sit i 
Construction (63) .......... eee 175 166; + 6 +100 + 77 

Pay Roll Indexes :* Total (345)*..1935-89 lil 166) + 3 + 42 + 44 
All Manufacturing (63)...... 174 168} + 4 + 44 + 47 
Non-Manufacturing (214)....  ” 124 1% | — @ +18 | +.15 
Construction (63) ...... <a... 527 504) + 6 +186 +187 

an. 1939 113 llli + 1 + 9 + 6 

Retail Sales—Independent Stores® (48)*.. — —i+ 3 + 18 + 30 

Auto Registrations :* New Cars. .Number 564 607; — 7 | — 49 + 30 
New Trucks ..-+.-s+e+seeees 116 106; + 9 + 3 + 34 

*Bank Debits Index®...............198¢ | 122] 1183] + 9 | + 52 | + 88 

Commercial Failures ..........Number 1 + If — Tt 
Liabilities ....... Dol. 4 0 — 44 

Indus. Power Consumption Index?. ..1926 132} + 16 | + 38 | + 38 

Value Bldg. Permits—Total Index"’. .193 123 215 | -— 43 +180 + 93 

”  —Residential..... ” 67 83 | — 19 + 30 + 22 
”  —Non-Residential ” + 28 | +818 | +263 
CANTON 

Number Employed Indexes :* 

| 130] 180] | + 27 | + 88 
All Manufacturing (54) ....... ” 138 138 | — @ + 28 + 42 
Non-Manufacturing (116) ..... ” 88 87; + 2 +14 + ll 

Pay Roll Indexes :* Total (170)*. .1935-39 237 | 238); —@ + 49 + 70 
All Manufacturing (54) ..... ” 240; — @ + 51 + 75 
Non-Manufacturing (116) ... ” 154; 158) — 8 + 22 + 21 

Retail Sales—Independent Stores® (38)*.. — —|j— 2 + 21 + 87 

Auto Registrations :* New Cars..Number 357 383 | — 7 — 60 + 22 
New Trucks 86 6 — 1 + 42 

*Bank Debits Index®..............-1986 120 121 | — + 19 + 36 

Commercial Failures“ .......... Number 0 0 of — Tt 
Liabilities ....... +++++++-Thous, Dol. 0 0 0 — 75 

Building Occupancy Index® .........1926 118 116} + + 4 + 4 

Value Bldg. Permits—'Total Index”. .193 190 | 167 + 13 — + 99 

“—Residential..... ” 399, 217| + 84 | + 7 | +125 
—Non-Residential ” 24 54 | — 55 — 71 + 58 
CINCINNATI 

Number Employed Indexes :* | 

Total (1288)* | 188] | i 
All Manufacturing (310) . = 161 162 - @ + 28 t 24 
Non-Manufacturing (691) ..... ” 98 97; + 0% + 5 5 
(S87) 50 51; — 2 + 35 + 46 

Pay Roll Indexes Total (1238)*. 1935-39 174 17i9| — 2 + 41 + 36 
All Manufacturing (310) .... ” 201 207 — 38 + 52 + 45 
Non-Manufacturing (691) ... ” 120 120, — ® + ll + 9 
Construction (237) ...... Nee 161 177; — 9 + 47 + 67 

Cost of Living®.......... 1989 108 107 + @ + 7 + 3 

Retail Sales—Independent Stores® (80)*.. — — +14 + 11 + 20 

Retail Food Price Index™.....Av. 1935-39 114 113 '+ 2 + 21 + 11 

Auto Registrations :* New Cars. .Number 957 | 1,124 — 15 — 55 + 10 
™ 181 205 | — 12 — 15 + 16 

*Bank Debits Index®..... ercccceses 1926 131 143; — 8 + 32 + 31 

Commercial Failures .......... Number 0 5|— 5t| — 4t| — 24t 
Liabilities ....... cd Del. 0 65 | —100 —100 — 43 

Value Bldg. Permits—Total Index". .193: 2 50 | — 36 — +11 

 —Residential..... 338 51 | — 25 — 24 + 6 

”  —Non-Residential ” 21 82 | — 35 + 31 + 23 

Steel Ind. Oper. Rate’? 4 Wks. Av. % Cap. 89 + 24 
CLEVELAND 

Number Employed Indexes :7 | | 

“Total (1286) 1926 128! +@ + 23 + 26 
All Manufacturing (406) .... = 147 147, + @ + 27 + 31 
Non-Manufacturing (505) ... 2 82 $s1' + 3 | +138 + 10 
Construction (375) .........e+: wi 98 1022 — 8 + 36 + 54 

Pay Roll Indexes :? Total (1286)*. 1935-39 200 201 —® + 45 + 48 
All Manufacturing (406) .... 226; 228: —® +4561 | + 59 
Non-Manufacturing (505) ... 131| 132, —® | +18 | +18 
Construction (375) ......... 242; + | +86 | +73 

Cost of Living .............. Jan. 1939 109 108 | + 1 + 9 + 4 

Retail Food Price Index"’.. ...Av. 1935-39 116 114 + 2 +20 +10 

New Cars..Number 1,843 2,325 — 21 — 57 | +19 
ruc 207 283 — 27 — 42 | 15 

Debits 121 122 4+ 98 t 31 

mmercial Failures? ..........Number 7 + — + 19 

jabilities ....... . Dol. 48 167 — 71 — 35 | — 40 

alue Bldg. Permits—Total Index’. . 1930 —61 + + 9 

—Residential..... ” 162 221 — 27 + 77 + 9 

 —Non-Residential ” 6 95 — 94 — 63 | + 81 
Ind. Oper. Rate! 4 Wks. Av. % Cap. | 94 | + 8 | +18 
* Indicates Series Charted (page 7). For S and Footnotes, See Page 3a. 
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Number Employed Indexes :? 
All Manufacturing (103) ...... ” 


2 
19 | + 
2 
Non-Manufacturing (327) ..... 95 2 
Pay Roll Indexes:? Total (430)*.. 183 — 2 + 49 + 41 
All Manufacturing (103) ” | 214 — 
Non-Manufacturing (327) ... ” | 128 + @ 9 9 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores® (60)*.. -- — 4 18 
Retail Food Price Index™....Av. 1935-39 
Auto Registrations :? New Cars. -Number 577 — — 55 12 
New Trucks .......... 126 — 8 
* Bank Debits Index®..........++.- 131 7 18 
Commercial Failures” .......... Number 1 lt 
Value Bldg. Permits—Total "Index, -1930 279 + 88 + 88 
—Residential..... 421 + +142 + 9 
”  —Non-Residential ” 44 — 64 | +159 
DAYTON 


Number Employed Indexes :? 


All Manufacturing (109) ...... a 
Non-Manufacturing (159) ..... a 
Construction (74) 9 

Pay Roll Indexes :* Total (342)*. 1985-89 | 180 
All Manufacturing (109) . 184 
Non-Manufacturing (159) ... ” | 144 
Construction (74) | 174 


Retail Sales—Independent Stores® (41)*.. | — 
Auto Registrations :* New Cars. -Number | 573 


New Trucks ....... ence | 75 
* Bank Debits Index®..... wenn 119 
Commercial! Failures” 


+ + 1 


+ +] 


Liabilities ...........+... 0 
Indus. Power Consumption Index’. ..1986 314 12 
Value Bldg. Permits—Total Index"*. . 1930 575 +493 +603 

”  —Residential..... ” 164 — 61 — 45 
”  —Non-Residential ” 760 @ 
TOLEDO 
Number Employed Indexes :* | | 
| 1926 | 124 | 

All Manufacturing (107) ...... a 140 | 

Non-Manufacturing (230) 92 | 
Pay Roll Indexes Total (387). .1935-89 | 160 

All Manufacturing. (107) = 166 | 

Non-Manufacturing (230) .. = i 128 | | 
Cost of Living™ ............2- Jan. 1939 109 | 


Retail Sales—Independent Stores® (77)*.. 
Auto Registrations :* New Cars. -Number 510 | 


New Trucks ........ ee 
* Bank Debits Index’..... 83 
Commercial Failures” ...... 


+) 


| | 


6 
Indus. Power Consumption Index!. ..1926 282 | 4 19 
Value Bldg. Permits—Total Index'8. +1930 186 | +224 | 69 
—Residential..... 802 | +200 101 
—Non-Residential ” 67 | +563 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Number Employed Indexes :7 | 
All Manufacturing (38) ....... =a 109 + + 15 18 
Non-Manufacturing (143) ..... m 89 | _ + 6 + 8 
Construction (47) + + 21 + 2 
Pay Roll Indexes :? Total (228)*..1935-39 187 | i + + 29 + 43 
All Manufacturing (38) ..... wi | 192 | | + + 29 | + 4 
Non-Manufacturing (143) 188 | — + 16 
Construction (47) 146 | + + 42 
Cost of Living ............0 Jan. 1939 | 113 | + 10 
Re:ail Sules—Independent Stores® (29)*.. | | + + 8 
Auto Registrations New Cars. -Number 841 — 52 
New Trucks 73 | + 
* Bank Debits Index$..... 1926 | 102 | 
Commercial Failures .......... Number 0 0 | 
| 0 


Thous. Dol. 0 
Indus. Power Consumption Index!...1926 | 270 


Value Bldg. Permits—Total Index™*..1930 | 225 

—Residential..... | 434 

”  —Non-Residential ” 64 
Steel Ind. Oper. Rate!’ 4 Wks. Av. %Cap. | 92 | 


* Indicates Series Charted (page 7). For Sources and Footnotes, See 
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1941 | 1941) Nov. Nov. ll 
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Business in Ohio 


Nov. 1941 Compared with Nov. 1940 


BANK DEBITS 

COM FAILURES (uss) 
AGR INCOME 

LIFE INS. SALES 

PAY ROLLS MFG 

NO. EMPLOYED MFG 
NO. EMP NON-MFG 
NO. EMPLOYED CONST 
NO. EMPLOYED TOTAL 
POWER PROD 

COAL PRODUCTION te: 
CONST CONTRACTS 
AUTO REGISTRATION 
RETAIL SALES 

DEPT STORE SALES 
SALES-DRY CLEANERS 
URBAN LIVING COSTS 


% DECREASE % INCREASE 


RETAIL SALES — INDEPENDENT STORES IN OHIO* 


CHANGE IN 
SALES FROM 
Last 
KIND OF BUSINESS N 
Stores) Nov. |Nov. | Nov. 
1941 | 1941 | 1941 
| 
t. ov. 
1941 | 1940 | 294° 
$000; % | % | % 
er 
FOOD 973} — 1/+10;/+ 6 
Candy & Confectionery..... 7| +20) + 23 
Groceries (no meats)...... 148}+ 5|+19|+ 12 
Groceries (with meats).... 5 
Meat Markets ........ 1/+17|+ 18 
APPAREL 2,787; + 19 
Men’s clothing ........... 3/+18/+ 20 
Family clothing .......... 628; + 5|+17/+ 21 
Women’s clothing ........ 1,.206;+ 6) +15|+ 17 
AUTOMOTIVE 2,216 | — 10 | + 28 
Motor vehicles ........... 2,204 | — 10| —33/ + 28 
FU U 1,626|;— 9| +16) + 27 
1,375 |— 2/+21|+ 26 
Household appl. & radios.. 215 |— 39|— 3/ + 31 
BUILDING 2,094 | — 17| +27| + 28 
Lumber & Bldg. material.. 1,282 | — 22| +28| + 32 
EATING AND DRINKING 827;— 7/+14/+ 12 
784|— 7|+14/+ 13 
Drinking places .......... 7 
RS 268|;— 3/+18|+ 14 
Country general .......... 
partment stores ........ 18,540 | + 10} +14) + 20 
539|+ 2/)+20/+ 14 
32;+ 31/+ 71+ 9 
Filling stations ........... 172|— 16 
463 | + 24|+14/| + 382 
Sporting Goods. ...........: 72) + 16) +34) + 19 
All lines: 1,24 
Weighted by annual sales—1939 census. |— 2/+ 8/|+ 17 
Adjusted for number of working days... | + 10} + 17 


For Footnotes and Sources, See Page 3a. 


(Continued from page 1) 


Agricultural Income was unchanged in November 
from October, but was 38 per cent above November, 
1940, and for the year to date was up 28 per cent 


from the same period last year. 
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Employment in Ohio dropped fractionally in November 


Number Employed, Pay Rolls, and 


the 1 
from October, but was 18 per cent above November, 1949 ing, | 
and for the first 11 months of the year was 21 per cent _decli 
above the same period last year. The November decline 10 p 
from October was due to a fractional decline in manufac. 1940, 
turing employment and a 8 per cent decline in construction; grou; 
non-manufacturing employment was up 2 per cent. As 73 pe 
compared with November, 1940, non-manufacturing em. Th 
ployment gained 6 per cent; manufacturing, 21 per cent; dustz 
and construction, 30 per cent. The fractional drop in but 1 
manufacturing was due primarily to a 4 per cent decline _— rst 
in textiles, and a 16 per cent decline in food products. last : 
In six of the major manufacturing groups, small increases —pa 
were reported, and in a seventh—vehicles—there was a porte 
gain of 6 per cent from October. All the major manufac- —ocew 
turing groups except food products reported substantial glass 
gains from November, 1940. rang 
Pay rolls were down 1 per cent in November from cent 
October, but were 42 per cent above November, 1940, and _— rang 
for the first 11 months were 45 per cent above the same __in v 
period last year. Pay roll declines were reported in all of cent 
NumMBer EMpPLoyep? 
INDEX 
1985-39 =100 Cuanas 19063910 
INDUSTRIAL GROUP Nov. Nov. u 
1941 | 1941 | Mos. 
Nov.? | Oct. Nov? | Oct. 
1941 | 194i | from | from 294) | 1941 
1941 | 1940 | 1940 
Jo % | 
132} 132|— +4 +21 | | 18" 
All Manufacturing (1731).... 137 187 | — + + 2% 193 | 19 
Chemicals (102) ........... 122} 121|/+ 1|+ 22] +18 | 16 
Food Products (182) ....... 98 117; — 16 |— + 6 20, 18: 
Bakery (55) 112| 114/— 4] + 8 18 
Miscellaneous (127) ...... 87 115 | — 24|;— 8] + 7 12’ 
Lumber Products (68) ..... 154| 155|/—®]|+4+ 12] +28 22: 
Furniture (25) .........- 158 | 158|/+ 13] +81 28: 
Miscellaneous (43) ....... 126} 5] +18 16: 
Machinery (135) 178| 176) + 1| + 42] +38 26% 
Electrical Machinery, Ap- 
paratus & Supplies (82) 160 | 161 | — © | + 43) + 87 | 24! 
Machine Tools (40) ...... 261 258 + + 4 | 38 
Material Handling & Power 
Machinery (10) ........ 194| 187| + 42| + 59| +94 | | 18 
Spec. Mach. & Appl. (3).. 138 + 46) +2 20: 
Metal Products (480) ...... 145| 1}/+4+21| +2 21 
Foundry Products & Drop | 
pirorminss (282) 183} +36] +40 | 29 
pes, Pumps, V aives an 
Serew Machine Products 
and Hardware (27)..... 149} 152|— + 19) +2 | 
Sheet Metal Work (56)... 134 138 3} + 20) + % | 
Steel Works and Rolling : 
133} 138|— + 15] + 21 18 
Stoves and Furnaces (24)... 93| 107|/—18|/+)] +1 ; 15 
Miscellaneous (81) ....... 161 161 | — | + 23] + % | 22 
Paper and Printing (227)... 115 15/+®]/+ 8] + 9 13. 
Paper, inc. Stationery (23 116 lll} + 4/+ 12] + 9 15; 
Print. & Publish. (165)... | 111) 111; —@/+ 8] +117 12 
Miscellaneous (39) ....... 133 | 135|—@|+ 19] +16 | 
Rubber Products (38) ...... 120} 120|+ |+21| +2 14 
Tires and Tubes (9) ..... 119} + + 23} +23 | 
Miscellaneous (29) ....... 129} 9| +18 P| 
Stone, Clay and Glass | 
ucts (92) ..... | 188] 17] +16 | 16 
Brick and Tile (41) 141} 142)— + 19] +18 
Vitreous & Semi-Vitreous 
China and Pottery (23). 141); — +4 +22 
Miscellaneous (17) ....... 128 @/}+4+21| +l 17: 
101 1065|— 4/+ 6] + 9 14 
Men’s Clothing (40) ..... 107} 110|— 7] + | 15. 
Miscellaneous (54) ....... 88 6| +38 | 18 
Vehicles (39) 126| 119; + 27) 18 
Autos and Parts (18) .... 98 8] +24 | 
Cars, Electric and Street | 
Railway (5) ........... 181} 166|+ 9|+ 17] +4 11 
Miscellaneous (16) ...... 405 | 386|+ 5 | +108] +152 | 59% 
Mise. Manufacturing (274).. 124 123|}+ 1/+18| +2 16! 
Non-Manufacturing (3511) . 118! 111} + 2 t 6) + 
Service (3 2 103 | 104|— 1 2| + |B; 
Trade (Ret. & Whisl.) (2728). 110|/+ 6] + 
Transport. & Pub. Util.(467) | 110} 111|—®|+ 6 t 5 iB 130 
Construction (1193) .......... 158 | 162|— 3| + 30 43 | 225 
NOTE :—Indexes of number employed and of pay rolls are based 0® men 
employment of 381,299 persons in 4,300 firms. For sources and page 
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-and Man-Hours in Ohio Industry 


ber the major manufacturing groups except paper and print- 
40, ing, rubber products, and vehicles, ranging from fractional 
ent declines in chemicals and miscellaneous manufacturing to 
ine 10 per cent in textiles. As compared with November, 
ac- 1940, pay rolls increased in all major manufacturing 
on; groups, ranging from 11 per cent in the foods group to 
As 73 per cent in the machine group. 
em- The number of man-hours worked in manufacturing in- 
ant; dustries in November dropped 2 per cent from October, 
in _ but was up 27 per cent from November, 1940, and for the 
line first 11 months gained 37 per cent from the same period 
ets. last year. All but three of the major manufacturing groups 
uses. —paper and printing, rubber products, and vehicles—re- 
iS a ported some decline in November from October, the largest 
fac- occurring in food products, textiles, and stone, clay and 
tial glass. All industries reported gains from November, 1940, 
ranging from 3 per cent in the food products to 51 per 
rom cent in machinery. For the first 11 months, the gains 
and ranged from 9 per cent in food products to 53 per cent 
ame in vehicles—with the machine group reporting a 50 per 
liof cent gain, and metals, 43 per cent. 
Pay Rotts’ Man-Hours? 
INDEX 
190639100 Cuanes 1985-39=100 CHANGE 
Nov? | Oct. Nov.? | Oct. 
94 f 1941 from | f 1941 
| 1941 On Nov. from 1941 | 1942 | “Oct. from 
940 1941 | 1940 1940 1941 1940 1940 
% | % %o % Jo Jo % 
21 | — 1) 4+ 42] + 45 
| | 1] + 43] + 50 156 | 159|— 2|+27| + 37 
| 34] + 29 | 135 | 136|—@/| + 26| + 20 
6 | +12 | 98] 8] + 9 
14) +10 | 117] 8] + 4 
127|— 15| + 7) + 14 101|—19|+ + 10 
28 4) +49 180|/— 3| + + 33 
-$1 | 21/— 29] +52 | 5/+11] + 26 
- 18 164/+ +28 | 146| 144)/+ 1/4 13] + 20 
- 38 28|/— 73] + 64 | 210; 212|— 51| + 50 
| 3|+81| +64 | 188| 198|— 8|+57| + 49 
46 | 64] + 69 | 319| + 45| + 56 
+ 84 | 188) + 54] +139] + 64 | 172) 125| + 87} + 57| + 35 
+ 29 22|— 8|+ 62] +659 || 159|/— 6|+49| + 44 
28 +58 | 162) 168/— 4|+ + 43 
| 3) 481] 477 | 219| 227|— 4|+56| + 60 
+30) +34 | 135) 185) + ]+415| + 22 
29 | 4 30 56 || 188)— 4 24 44 
22|— 5 tH | 160| 169|— th t 
a | @ | + 29 49 | 146) 14 32 
tit 4; 155|— + 10 41 | 96| 119|— 20 1 29 
| 8) 3/4 44] +62 | 174; 179|— 29] + 49 
+ 9 184; + 23] + 16 119; 118/+ + 18 
+ 9 4/+ 43] +26 | 180) 125) 4+ 4] +4 +117 
14| + 9 lll! 112}—@/+410] + 9 
+16 1/4 36| + 35 142| 145|— 21] + 26 
6 
+18 P| 16) + 26 | 123 | 124 $3 
+ 16 162|— 4 26 30 | 121; 127 5 14 19 
Tis mi— | lat | 146|— 3 tis| £2 
+ 18 | 8|+15| +31 | 9% | 6| + 20 
| 
+2 150)— 2] + 37 81 | 116| 8 25 18 
+ il | |— 5/ + 32 th | 148|/— 8 +3 25 
+ 9 M3 |— 10| + 22| +25 | 108| 8|+ 9| +117 
+ 6] 9| + 21| + 21 122; 6|+ 11] + 15 
12/4 +48 | + 8 ti 3 
+4 31] + 29 54 | 198| 156 28 7 29 
+152 5092) + 6) +167 | 473 | 452 5 Tiss Tiss 
+ 165) — + 41/ + 43 153 | 153|— + 29] + 36 
+ 6 +11 114} 1144|/—®/+ 7] + 8 
+ 2/4 8] + 6 106 | 31+ 3] + 8 
sed on 
nd 


ment af 424,298 persons in 6435 firms; indexes of man-hours, on the 
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AKRON 


As compared with October, employment increased 
fractionally and pay rolls rose 3 per cent. In manu-- 
facturing industries, employment decreased slightly 
and pay rolls were up 4 per cent. Construction 
employment and pay rolls were up 6 per cent and 
5 per cent, respectively. Employment and pay rolls 
in all industries for the year to date were well ahead 
of the same period last year. The cost of living 
rose 1 per cent from October and was 9 per cent 
above November, 1940. Retail sales were 18 per 
cent above the same month last year. As compared 
with October, new car registrations fell off 7 per 
cent. Bank debits rose 9 per cent, and industrial 
power consumption increased 16 per cent. 


CANTON 


Employment and pay rolls in all types of indus- 
tries remained substantially at the October level. 
Manufacturing employment and pay rolls dropped 
fractionally, non-manufacturing employment rose 2 
per cent, and pay rolls decreased 3 per cent from 
October. For the year to date, employment and pay 
rolls in all industries were well ahead of the first 
11 months of 1940. Retail sales declined from 
October, but were 21 per cent above November, 
1940. New car registrations were 60 per cent below 
November of last year. Bank debits dropped frac- 
tionally from October, but were 19 per cent above 
the same month last year. Building occupancy for 
the year to date was 4 per cent above the same 
period in 1940. 


CINCINNATI 


A decrease in pay rolls occurred in all types of 
industry, ranging from a fractional drop in non- 
manufacturing to a drop of 9 per cent in construc- 
tion. Employment in all industries remained close 
to the October level. For the year to date, employ- 
ment and pay rolls were well ahead of the same 
period last year. The cost of living rose fractionally, 
to a level 7 per cent above November, 1940. Retail 
food prices were up 2 per cent from October and 
21 per cent from November, 1940. Retail sales were 
14 per cent greater than during October. New car 
and new truck registrations were considerably below 
November, 1940, and bank debits were up 32 per 
cent. The steel industry operated close to the Octo- 
ber level. 


CLEVELAND 


Manufacturing employment and pay rolls were 
above November, 1940, by 27 per cent and 51 per 
cent, respectively, remaining close to the October 
level. Pay roll and employment changes from Octo- 
ber were small in all types of industry. The cost 
of living and retail food prices rose from October 
by 1 per cent and 2 per cent, respectively. Retail 
sales were up 5 per cent from October. New car 
and truck registrations were below November, 1940, 
by 57 per cent and 42 per cent. Bank debits 
dropped fractionally from October, but were 28 per 
cent above November, 1940. The steel industrial op- 
erating rate was 4 per cent below October, but 8 per 
cent above November, 1940. 
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the Chief Ohio Cities 


COLUMBUS 


Manufacturing and non-manufacturing employ- 
ment increased 2 per cent in November from October 
bringing the total to a level 19 per cent above No- 
vember, 1940. Total pay rolls dropped 2 per cent 
from October but were 49 per cent above a year ago. 
The decline was due to a drop of 3 per cent in 
manufacturing pay rolls. Retail sales declined frac- 
tionally but were 4 per cent above November, 1940. 
New automobile registrations were down 55 per cent 
from November, 1940. Bank debits dropped 9 per 
cent from October, were 7 per cent above November, 
1940, and for the first 11 months of 1941 were 18 
per cent above the same period last year. 


DAYTON 


Non-manufacturing employment increased 3 per 
cent in November from October, manufacturing em- 
ployment was up fractionally and construction em- 
ployment dropped 5 per cent. Total employment was 
23 per cent higher than in November, 1940. Pay 
rolls were lower in November than in October except 
in the non-manufacturing industries. Total pay 
rolls, although 3 per cent below October, were 39 
per cent above November of last year. The cost 
of living increased fractionally to a level 11 per 
cent above November, 1940. Retail sales were up 
3 per cent from October, 1941, and 17 per cent from 
November, 1940. Bank debits were 32 per cent 
above last November. 


TOLEDO 


Manufacturing employment and pay rolls in- 
creased 2 per cent in November from October. Non- 
manufacturing employment also increased 2 per cent 
but the pay roll increase was fractional. Total em- 
ployment was up 5 per cent from November, 1940, 
and total pay rolls, 27 per cent. The cost of living 
was up 1 per cent from October and was 9 per cent 
higher than a year ago. Sales of independent retail 
stores were 9 per cent above November, 1940. Sales 
of new cars and trucks were below November, 
1940. Bank debits dropped 7 per cent but were 19 
per cent greater than a year ago. Industrial power 


| consumption increased 4 per cent to a level 26 per 


cent above November, 1940. 


YOUNGSTOWN 


Manufacturing employment was up 2 per cent 
from October but pay rolls increased less than 1 
per cent; non-manufacturing employment and pay 
rolls both dropped fractionally. Construction em- 
ployment gained 24 per cent and pay rolls, 30 per 
cent. The cost of living rose slightly from October, 
was 10 per cent above the November, 1940, level, 
and for the first 11 months of 1941 was 5 per cent 
greater than for the same period last year. Sales of 
independent stores were 5 per cent above October. 
Bank debits were 23 per cent higher than a year ago. 
Industrial power consumption increased 7 per cent 
from October, and 14 per cent from November of 
last year. The steel industry operating rate dropped 
6 per cent from October. 
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Sample surveys of dwelling-unit vacancies in selected 
Ohio cities were made, and are being made, at the request 
of the Division of Defense Housing Coordination, by the 
WPA Division of Research in cooperation with local WPA 
offices. According to these surveys, in the 5 Ohio cities 
listed in the accompanying table and chart, Cincinnati and 
nearby towns had the largest per cent of dwellings for 
rent and habitable. The median monthly rental of the 
habitable vacancies was highest in Youngstown and Ham- 
ilton. According to the National Industrial Conference 
Board, the greatest increase in the cost of housing in 
November, 1941, from November of last year, as between 
Cincinnati, Youngstown, and Toledo, occurred in Toledo. 
Cincinnati and Nearby Towns, August, 1941 

About 3 per cent, or 6,000, of the total 210,000 dwelling 
units were unoccupied. Of the 6,000 unoccupied units, 
4,000 were for rent and suitable for living; an additional 
1,000 were for rent but unfit for use; and the last 1,000 
were not for rent. The average size of the rental vacancies 
was 3 rooms. In addition to the rental vacancies, about 
3,600 single rooms were for rent in occupied dwellings. 


PER CENT OF DWELLINGS HABITABLE 
AND FOR RENT 


NUMBER OF FAMILY PER CENT FOR RENT AND HABITABLE 
CITY OWELLING UNITS O 5 10 15 20 


T T T 


CINCINNATI AND 


NEARBY TOWNS 
TOLEDO 83,000 
SPRINGFIELD 21,000 
| 
HAMILTON 14,800 


The median rental for the vacant units was $20. The 
increase in the cost of housing in Cincinnati proper in 
November from a year ago was about .7 of 1 per cent. 
Toledo, October, 1941 

About 2,000 dwellings, or about 2.6 per cent of the total 
dwelling units, were unoccupied. Half of these were for 
rent and suitable for living. The other half were either 
not for rent or for rent but unfit for use. The average 
size of the available vacancy was 4 rooms. About 1,700 
single rooms in occupied dwellings were for rent. The 
median monthly rental for the habitable dwellings was 
$24. The increase in the cost of housing in November, 1941, 
from November of last year was 2.3 per cent. 

Youngstown Area, September, 1941 

Of the total estimated number of dwelling units— 
52,000—about 700 were unoccupied. About 400 vacancies 
were for rent and suitable for occupancy while the remain- 
ing 300 vacancies were not for rent. On the average, the 
habitable vacancies were 4-room units. In addition, about 
1,800 single rooms were for rent in occupied dwellings. 

The median monthly rental for available vacancies was 
$35. The increase in the cost of housing in Youngstown 
proper in November, 1941, from November, 1940, was 1.6 
per cent. 

Springfield, September, 1941 

About 400 dwellings were unoccupied. Of the 400 vacan- 
cies, about 200 were not for rent; about 160 were for rent 
and habitable; and about 40 were for rent but unfit for use. 


Vacancies and Rents of Residential Dwellings in Selected Ohio Cities 


VACANCIES AND RENTS OF RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
UNITS, SELECTED CITIES, OHIO, AVAILABLE 


WEEK IN 1941 
Cincin- Toledo Youngs- | Spring- Hamil- 
2d wee! Area(4th Ist 4th 
Family Dwelling Units week of of week of | week of | week of 
Aug Oct. Sept. Sept. Aug. 
1941) 1941) 1941) 1941) 1941) 

’ % % % % % 
97.0 97.4 98.7 98.2 98.4 
Unoccupied : 

Not for Rent: 
Under Construction. . me | 2 2 4 4 
4 8 4 5 4 
Total not for rent... 5 1.0 6 9 8 
For Rent: 
Unhabitable> ....... 5 3 2 4 
Habitable® .......... 2.0 1.3 A 
Total for Rent...... 2.5 1.6 A 9 8 
Total Unoccupied ..... 3.0 2.6 1.3 1.8 1.6 
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Estimated No. Dwellings.. | 210,000 | 88,000 | 52,000 | 21,000! 14,800 
Habitable Vacancies : 
Av. Number of Rooms. 3 4 5 4 
Median Monthly Rental $20 $24 $35 $25 
Single Rooms for Rent.. 3600 1700 1800 600 te) 
Per Cent Increase in 
Housing Costs‘* (Nov. 
1941 from Nov. 1940). +.7 +2.3 +1.6 te) te) 


“ Cincinnati and nearby towns; » Major repairs needed or unfit for use; 
© Less than 0.05 per cent; 4 All standard facilities available or lacking 
some standard facility. Standard facilities include installed heating, gas 
or electric light, running water, flush toilet, and bathing unit; ¢ Not 
available; ‘ Housing costs for the city proper. Taken from the Eco- 
nomic Record, National Industrial Conference Board, December, 1941. 
Source: Survey of Vacancies in Dwelling Units of Ohio Cities, Federal 
Works Agency, Works Projects Administration, Washington, D. C., 
August, October and November, 1941. 


Of the rental units vacant, the 5-room unit was the most 
common. The median monthly rental for habitable 
vacancies was $25. 
Hamilton, August, 1941 

It was estimated that 1.6 per cent, or about 240, of the 
total 14,800 dwelling units were unoccupied. Of the 240 
units, about half were not for rent; 60 were for rent but 
unfit for use; and 60 were for rent and suitable for living. 
The average size of the habitable vacancies was 4 rooms, 
and the average monthly rental of these vacancies was $35. 


NEW AUTOMOBILE REGISTRATIONS 
8-Masor On10 CouNnTIEs? U. 
PER CENT (25 
CHANGE or TOTAL 
MAKE OF " Per 
CAR Nov. | Oct. Nov. Nov. Cent 
1941 | 1941 Nov. | Oct. | ef 
rom rom 4 
| Now | 1941 | 1942 
| | 1940 1941 
Num- Num- % % % % % 
Chevrolet. . 1,002 | 1,429|— 30 | — 66 18 22 21 
Plymouth. . 7156 866|— 13 | — 59 13 13 10 
745 2 |— 49 13 11 17 
Pontiac..... 51l 9 9 8 
uick....... | 485 | a76|/4+ 2 |— 58 8 q 9 
Oldsmobile. . 473| 401| +18 | — 45 8 6 7 
| 354] 486 | — 27 — 49 6 q 6 
Chrysler....| 222) 295|—25 |— 58 4 4 8 
ES | 188 216 | — 13 — 49 3 3 2 
Mercury..... | 188 128| +47 |—19 3 2 3 
Packard.... 186 249|;— 25 | — 18 3 4 8 
Studebaker. . 162| 200/—19 | — 45 3 3 3 
Hudson..... 135 170|— 21 |— 651 2 3 2 
ee ain 133 185 |— 28 | — 54 2 3 2 
Cadillac..... 128 + 8 |— 2 2 2 
Lincoln & 
Zep’ 33 27|+ 22 | — 52 ® bend 
Willys...... 19 51 | — 68 — 
2 9|— 78 — 85 ® 
TOTAL....... 5,722 | 6611|—18 |—55 | 100 | 100 | 100 


For Footnotes and Sources, See Page 3a. 
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